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Why Public Policy Matters

More than 70 years ago, a fledgling generation construction.
network of locally controlled, Economic growth around the world
member-owned, not-for-profit utilities  has produced record orders for basic
tackled the massive task of bringing construction materials such as steel,
safe, reliable, and affordable electric cement, and crushed stone. As a result,
service to America’s vast rural the average cost of building coal and
heartland. After meeting that initial nuclear power plants here at home has
challenge, electric co-ops have increased by 27 percent over the past year,
continued to expand operations, and ~ and is up a full 130 percent from 2000.
now serve more than 40 million Now a second factor, the need to
consumers in 47 states. develop climate change policy, has
But a new challenge, as daunting ~ slowed desperately needed power plant coal and nuclear power facilities are
as any faced since those early days, construction even further. With forcing power suppliers o use fuels
is putting electric co-ops to the test. uncertainty about Potentlal costs of such as natural gas, which s subject
Between now and 2030, consumer climate change policy, many lenders see

: to wide swings in price, to gener-
demand for electricity is expected to in- the needed plants as too risky. Of 151

crease by 30 percent. To meet that, our new coal plants announced since 2002,
nation must add about 264,000 MW  only 15 have been built—generation and
in power plant capacity. However, road  transmission co-ops (G&Ts) have full or
blocks—some out of our control, some  partial ownership in six of them.
not—are delaying this required boom in Issues preventing development of

ate electricity. Coal itself, a once
inexpensive fuel, has recently

shot up in cost as well. The impact
of these mounting fuel issues is
being compounded across the

Public Policy -- continued on page 4.

Franklin REC at the Relay for Life A Word from
Arlynn Ahrens,

Line Superintenden

Franklin REC con-
tinues to rebuild line
that was damaged dur
ing the February 2007
ice storm.

Our line crew has
finished rebuilding the
13 miles of single phase line we had plann
to complete in 2008. Since we are ahead
schedule, the line crew will start rebuilding
line that was scheduled for 2009 in Genev:
and Osceola Townships. In September the
contractor Franklin REC hired to rebuild
our three phase line will start construction

along Highway 65 south of Hampton and
Above: Employees and families from Franklin REC gather for a picture after the event. end at H |g hW&y 57.

—F

For the 3rd year Franklin REC sponsored and manned the survivor tent. The Relay for
Life was held on August | and 2 at the SCMT track in Sheffield.
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Homeward benefits co-op members and rural communltles

What started out as a small
housing program in

1997 to help rural Iowa fami-
lies purchase and improve their
homes has helped 748 families in
143 rural communities in north
and central Iowa. The accom-
plishment amazes Bob Bauman,
president of Homeward, Inc. and
CEO of Butler County REC.

“Homeward is a good example of
what RECs do all the time: Work to
make rural areas better,” says Bauman.
“However, it is incredible to me that
a program started by eight co-ops has
made over $7.6 million in loans with
only two employees.”

Homeward has good success com-
peting with other housing entities for
its funding, which comes from both
state and federal sources. The grants
and awards have allowed Homeward
to establish a revolving loan fund
that’s well over $3 million. “Federal
and state agencies know Homeward
has effective programs that truly help
rural families,” says Bauman.

Another element of Homeward’s
success has been the ability to modify
and expand loan programs to benefit
more people. Much of this is due to
the talents of Homeward’s housing
program manager, Deb Prehm, who
oversees the low-interest HomeBuyer,
HomeOwner, and Energy-Efficiency
Loan Programs.

The two original Homeward pro-

grams, the HomeBuyer down payment
program and HomeOwner remodeling
program still have maximum allowable
income qualifications and low-interest
rates, but are not restricted to co-op
members. Anyone owning or purchas-
ing property in the 25 counties served
by Homeward can apply for a loan.

Only the Energy-Efficiency Loan
Program established in 2006 is lim-
ited to co-op members. Loans up to
$14,000 are available to any co-op
member

From left: Deb Prehm and Tracey Achenbach of
Homeward work with individuals, families, and
communities to improve rural housing.

standing

Type # of Loans Total Loans Total Current Loans

at their Community Construction 75 $3,183,373 $791,629
coop- Energy Efficiency 172 $1,708,946 $1,182,870
Efat”e | HomeBuyer 261 $1,115,651 $266,742

hance HomeOwner 240 $1,659,134 $779,388
ener gy—

. TOTAL 748 $7,667,104 $3,020,629

efficiency

improvements such as new windows,
doors, insulation, and heat pumps.

“The Energy-Efficiency Loan Pro-
gram is our largest program in terms of
total dollars with almost $1.2 million
in current loans,” says Bauman. “This
program is a real benefit for our mem-
bers. It helps them lower their heating
and cooling costs, and it assists the co-
operatives with their energy-efficiency
efforts.”

Homeward’s newest program, the
Community Construction Program, is
headed by Tracey Achenbach, hous-
ing development manager. Achen-
bach works with rural communities

and home builders interested in

R ¢ ...cin; hc construction of new

homes. The program is highly

unusual because of the way the

construction loan is administered.

Homeward makes the short-

term construction loans to the

local community or the local

economic development group.

That entity then makes the

construction loan to the home

builder. The local community or

City #ofLoans | Total Loans
Algona 26 $213,519
Aplington 14 $102,300
Britt 31 $178,559
Clarion 43 $402,186
Forest City 22 $385,794
Garner 58 $1,382,659
Goldfield 18 $169,500
Grundy Center 9 $143,200
Hampton 46 $204,223
Waverly 18 $517,868

economic development group is

responsible for repaying the loan even
if the home builder defaults.

“We've designed the program so
that the local entity handles much of
the administration and assumes some
of the risk. This means that only com-
munities that really want to be in-
volved take advantage of the Commu-
nity Construction Program,” Bauman
says. “A highly involved community
helps to lower our administrative costs
and allows Tracey to work with more
communities.”

The program fits well with Home-
ward’s mission to assist rural com-
munities with their housing needs and
trigger economic development. Since
established in 2006, this program has
made more than $3 million in loans to
help communities build homes.

Homeward’s participating RECs
are Butler County REC, Franklin
REC, Glidden REC, Grundy County
REC, Heartland Power Coopera-
tive, Humboldt County REC, Prairie
Energy Cooperative, and Sac County
REC. For more information, contact
your REC or go online at www.home-
wardiowa.com.




Fuel tanks and your safety

If you have ‘ ’ Energy Efficiency
a gasoline or B
liquid propane P 7;?;- ﬂf':fz e FHondts
(LP) tank outside e

your home 20’ minimum
distance

or ShOP, you GASO m from meter pole
should always be ’

concerned about

’\“’;‘m Save money

~ 15’ minimum and energy by
distance from LP tank fill implementing

__port to meter pole pole
these no-cost
( OPANE .
Approved efﬁCIency

10’ min.
distance

its safe operation. Weatherproof

Disconnect

The National Sovmam” measures:
Electrical Safety

Code and National * Turn off lights
Electrical Code have According to the National Electrical Safety Code when rooms are
requirements for your and the National Electrical Code not occupied.
protection.

* Tap winter daylight by leaving
window blinds open.

* Disconnect unnecessary or un-
used equipment.

Following these requirements can prevent fuel vapors from collecting in
the conduit and electrical boxes. If a fuse was to blow, a meter was pulled, or
other electrical arcing was to occur on the meter loop, a lethal explosion could
happen.

This image features the recommended locations for a gas or LP tank from

Source: www.energystargov

a meter pole. Contact your local electric cooperative if you have any questions
or need more information.

REAP AN AUTUMN HARVEST OF SAFETY THERE'S ONLY

National Farm Safety and Health Week Sept. 21 - 27

This harvest season explore potential safety hazards and take action to
prevent accidents. Sadly, electrocution is one of the leading hazards on farms
today, which frequently occurs during harvest season when farm equipment
comes in contact with power lines.
* Each day review all farm activities and work practices that will take

Ofd Falthful and Marathon do a great jobS
al heating water and bath are very depend-
uble, But did you know Old Faithful and
Marathon are both tourist atiractions, as

place around power lines to remind all workers to take precautions. 'ﬂﬂl? Yes, many l:“'nrr!dlt::;-: lhr‘!-'ﬁh'r'e
thei Maratha Lol §
* Know the location of power lines and kcep farm equipment at least 10 s I'I::;I‘Ihﬂmﬁa:h:ﬂlmﬂl—]l il

water. Its very dependable and ir's

feet away from them.
attracting lots of attention.

* Use care when raising augers or the bed
of a grain truck. It can be difficult to esti-
mate distance and sometimes a power line
is closer than it looks. When moving large
equipment or high loads near a power line,
always use a spotter, or someone to help
make certain that contact is not made with
a line.

* Always lower portable augers or elevators
to their lowest possible level - under 14 feet

. . i Rl = A
- before moving or transporting them. AT TR

The New 0Old Fmﬂihﬁl'

* Never attempt to raise or move a power
line to clear a path!

Contact our energy advisors
for information about
Marathon water heaters.

Source: www.SafeElectricity.org




Public Policy -- continued from page |I.

the country as dramatic electric rate
hikes are announced, driven by steady
cost increases.

But the economic effect of climate
change policy has yet to be seen.
Electric cooperatives are fighting to
protect our members; fighting to
minimize the cost impact of legislation
currently being discussed by lawmak-
ers — legislation that could otherwise go
wrong for consumers, and go wrong for
the country.

As your provider of safe, affordable,
and reliable electric service, Franklin
REC is a champion of the right policy,

which meets its climate change goals
while keeping bills affordable. What has
been described as a perfect storm—the
clash of growing demand, skyrocketing
power plant construction and fuel costs,
and climate change policy constraints—
has hit home. It is no longer a far-away
problem reserved for backroom
discussions in Washington, D.C., or
state capitals.

As you may know, electric
cooperatives across the country have
launched a grassroots campaign called
“Our Energy, Our Future: A Dialogue
With America” to ensure that your
voice gets heard. This campaign seeks to

engage elected officials

on critical energy
questions, such as how to -
balance growing electricity

needs and environmental goals,

and how much all of this will affect

electric bills.

Please visit www.ourenergy.coop to
join this important conversation. Let
lawmakers know that what actions they
take regarding our energy challenges
will carry enormous consequences for
the folks back home. It is time to make
our voices heard.

UNCLAIMED PROPERTY — IT COULD BE YOURS!

Franklin Rural Electric Cooperative is holding unclaimed property resulting from a refund or patronage dividend due to the
person(s) listed below. The owner may claim this property by contacting us at the address at the bottom of the page, emailing
kringleb@franklinrec.coop, or calling 1-800-750-3557 or 1-641-456-2557. Some of the names listed below have had checks

mailed out and were never cashed or returned to the office. If you are holding a check, please contact the Franklin REC office.

BARRY, MARK - BURNSVILLE MN
BEHN, JAY - HAMPTON IA
BEHRHORST, BETTY - IOWA FALLS IA
BLAKE, CURTIS D OR MARGARET A
— ROCKWVELL IA
BRANSFIELD, RUTH — TAMARAC FL
BROWN, THOMAS - OMAHA NE
CATES, CHRISTY — SWALEDALE IA
CHARLESTON, MARVIN - PHIL CAMPBELL AL
COSTELLO, SHARON — UNION CITY NJ
DEIMERLY, CINDY — ALEXANDER |A
DREIER, EUGENE E — BLUE GRASS IA
ENGEL, JENNIFER — MASON CITY IA
GARDNER, JAMES C OR JOHN GOODENOW
- HUMBOLDT IA
GREEN, ELMERT - AUSTIN TX
HAMPTON COMMUNICATIONS - HAMPTON IA
HARTWIG, LISA H — ACKLEY IA
HARTWIG, STACY - AMARILLO TX
HERITAGE CABLEVISION — MASON CITY |A
HINRICHS, DICK —ALLISON IA
HOVERSTEN, SHERRI - ALDEN [A
JONES, GREG — SHEFFIELD IA
KELLER,ALAN OR KATHY — ROCKWELL IA
KLUNDER, BILLY JOE — ANKENY IA
KOPPES, DARRELL — ATLANTIC |A
KOTHENBEUTEL, GARY — FOREST CITY IA

KRAUSE, KURTIS — IOWA FALLS IA
KRUGER, DWIGHT OR PATTY — CENTRALIA MO
LAHNER, STEPHEN B — CLEAR LAKE IA
METROPOLITAN FEDERAL BANK (I-41578)

— SAINT PAUL MN
NACHAZEL, GOLDIE — OVERLAND PARK KS
NEWELL, CORY — ACKLEY IA
NICHOLS, RUSSELL — DOWS |A
O’HALLORAN, MICHAEL E — IOWA FALLS IA
PARK, RANDALL — CLEAR LAKE IA
PEOPLES FINANCE CO.--CEDAR FALLS IA
PETERS, BONITA C — MASON CITY IA
RICHARDSON,TOM | - MASON CITY IA
RISSE, LARRY —WATERLOO |IA
ROBERT’S CONTRACTING CORP — MASON CITY |A
SALAS,ABEL - HAMPTON IA
SCHMITT, GREG — AMES IA
SHIPP, CHRIS A - WAVERLY |A
SMITH,VALERIE — IOWA FALLS IA
SORBER, MARVIN — IOWA FALLS IA
SORENSEN, JAMES OR KRISTINE

- CIRCLE PINES MN
SPENCER, KARRY — SHEFFIELD IA
THOMAS, BILL OR DAN MCFERON — SWALEDALE IA
WALKER, DENNIS - ALDEN A
WHITMORE, TERRY OR BONNIE — OLYMPIA WA
WILSON,TED H - DUBUQUE |A
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