


Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative, headquartered 
in Humboldt, Iowa, is a generation 
and transmission (G&T) electric 
cooperative providing electricity 
to 11 member distribution electric 
cooperatives, including your local 
Touchstone Energy Cooperative. 
Corn Belt Power also provides power 
to one municipal electric cooperative 
(NIMECA). Generation plants owned 
by Corn Belt Power include one 
wholly owned coal-fired power 
plant and a gas combustion turbine 
generator; and joint ownership of 
three coal-fired power plants and one 
nuclear power plant. Corn Belt Power 
purchases 59 megawatts of additional 
power (coal and wind) from Basin 
Electric Power Cooperative.

Environmentally sound. The Antelope Valley Station, 
pictured above, and other Basin Electric facilities are in 100 percent compli-
ance with the nation’s environmental protection laws.

Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
selects new technology for 
carbon capture project
The North Dakota-based project will capture 
approximately one million tons of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) annually, making it one of the largest such 
demonstrations in the world.

Basin Electric Power Cooperative has taken anoth-
er step toward what it envisions as one of the world’s 
largest carbon capture demonstration projects. This 
should be good news for our co-op members because 
some of the electricity our power provider, Corn Belt 
Power, purchases comes from Basin Electric.

Ron Harper, CEO and general manager of Basin Electric, said the promise 
of the new capture technology is essential at a time when generation and reduced 
emissions are major issues. “That’s why we are exploring a project that could lead 
to commercialization of carbon capture technology for existing coal-based genera-
tion facilities.” 

The CO
2
 capture technology developed by Powerspan Corp., ECO2® was 

selected by Basin Electric for a commercial-scale demonstration at Antelope Val-
ley Station, a 900-megawatt (MW) coal-based electrical generation facility near 
Beulah, North Dakota. 

According to Powerspan, a feasibility study was completed this summer and 
results were positive. “Based on the study results, we’re looking forward to the 
next step in this process, which is a FEED study,” said Powerspan CEO Frank 
Alix. FEED is an acronym for Front-End Engineering and Design.

The Powerspan technology would remove CO
2
 from the equivalent of a 120-

MW slipstream. The captured carbon dioxide would then be fed into an existing 
CO

2
 compression and pipeline system owned by Basin Electric’s wholly owned 

subsidiary, Dakota Gasification Company (DGC). 
Construction of the CO

2
 capture system is scheduled to 

move forward late next year, and it is expected to be operational 
in 2012. 

For many people the de-
mands of work and family 
leave little time for leisure. 
With busy lives, who has 
time to deal with a water 
heater that needs frequent 
attention and replacement? 
Today, when people look 
for reliability and durabili-
ty—they choose Marathon 
water heaters.

Contact 
our energy 
advisors for 
information.



Your rural electric cooperative has 
always extended a helping hand to those 
needing it. In response to actions by the 
Iowa General Assembly, your REC has 
established RECare, a program of members 
helping members. 

RECare will provide funds to be 
distributed by local community action 
agencies to help pay winter heating bills 
and to assist in weatherization of homes of 
low-income consumers.

You may make a one-time contribu-
tion or a monthly pledge that will be 
automatically added onto your monthly 
electric bill. Even a dollar a month pledge 
will help others. 

RECare Consumer 
Authorization Form
I want to be a part of members 
helping members and contribute to 
RECare.
	 •  I will contribute $_____ per 
month. I understand this amount 
will be added to my monthly elec-
tric bill automatically.
	 •  I will make a one-time contri-
bution of $________ to RECare. 
My check is enclosed.
Name 
___________________________
Address
___________________________
__________________________
City_______________State____
Account Number
___________________________

Mail to your local 
Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

RECare
Members Helping Members

To locate a participating store in 
your area, call 800-339-6856 or visit 

www.iowachangealight.com.

In-store rebates on CFLs
Home energy use can be responsible for 
more than twice the greenhouse gas emis-
sions of the average car. By using energy 
more efficiently at home, we can lower our 
energy bills while also helping to reduce the 
risks of global climate change.

You can help change the world. Just one 
compact fluorescent light bulb (CFL) can 
save an average of $30 or more in elec-
tricity costs over its lifetime and prevent 
more than 450 pounds of greenhouse gas 
emissions.

From Oct. 1 through Nov. 30, 2008, your 
local Touchstone Energy® Cooperative is 
helping members make the simple switch 
to energy-efficient lighting by offering $2 
instant cash-back rebates on ENERGY 
STAR® qualified CFL purchases of 12 bulbs 
or less. 

With the instant rebates, the bulbs will sell 
for as little as $0.99 at select Ace Hardware, 
Bomgaars, Do It Best, Fareway Foods, Hy-
Vee, Shopper’s Supply, Theisens, True Value 
Hardware and United Hardware locations.

This is not a coupon. 
See participating stores for 

in-store coupons. 

Photos from left:

Prairie Energy 
Cooperative’s Green 
Touch Program provides 
volunteers to help 
with tree trimming in 
campgrounds at Pilot 
Knob State and Brushy 
Creek State Parks.

Greg Anderson, member 
service manager, Prairie 
Energy Cooperative; and 
Dan Huffman, member 
service director, Grundy 
County REC, worked 
this summer at the 2008 
Farm Progress Show 
near Boone.

Butler County REC 
crews work around the 
clock to restore power 
and ensure safety in 
areas damaged by severe 
weather.
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Franklin REC’s Alternative Energy Fund
Enrollment Form

Yes! I wish to contribute toward the purchase of renewable energy.

	 I will contribute $         per month ($1 increments only). I understand this amount 
will be added to my monthly electric bill automatically and that the contribution may be 
stopped or started at any time.

	 I will make a one-time contribution, and my check is enclosed.

Name:							      Address:
Signature:
Account No.					   
Mail to: Franklin REC, P.O. Box 437, Hampton, IA  50441

Alternate Energy Purchase Program
Making it easier to be green

Franklin REC’s alternative or “green” energy program allows our    
members to make voluntary contributions to purchase renew-

able     energy, through Corn Belt Power Cooperative.  The program 
began in 2004 and allows all members of Franklin REC to contribute 
funds to assist in the purchase of alternative energy in Iowa.  Iowa state 
law requires electric utilities to offer an alternative energy purchasing 
program to consumer-members. 
	 To participate, complete the enrollment form found in this 
newsletter and return it to the office or visit our website at 
www.franklinrec.coop.  Your option will be added to your next bill.  
You may contribute in increments of $1 and may enter or leave the 
program at any time.
	 If the contributions exceed the incremental cost of wind power, 
Corn Belt, on behalf of Franklin REC, will make additional invest-
ments in renewable energy in the state, which may include solar, bio 
mass or grants for other alternative energy development.
	 Contributors are not guaranteed that renewable, green or alterna-
tive energy will be delivered specifically to their individual meters.  
The program assists in the development of alternative energy in Iowa 
and will deliver renewable energy into Corn Belt’s system in general.
	 For more information, contact Franklin REC at (641) 456-2557 
or 1-800-750-3557.

Franklin REC is a 
proud sponsor of

Character Counts!
in our area schools.
Character Counts! is a framework

based on basic values called
“Six Pillars of Character”:

trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, 
fairness, caring and citizenship.

National Character Counts! Week
is celebrated October 18-25, 2008.

Visit www.charactercounts.org for more 
information or call Franklin REC to 
borrow Character Counts! videos.

Look up and live!
Franklin REC reminds all our members to practice electrical safety  

during this busy harvest season!




