




Electrical safety begins in May
May is National Electrical Safety Month—time to begin year-round electrical safety 

awareness efforts, according to the Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI) at    
www.electrical-safety.org.

“Despite the fact that improved product safety engineering, standards and electrical 
codes have reduced electrical hazards, thousands suffer from electrical shock and �res each 
year,” said ESFI President Brett Brenner.
Tamper-resistant outlets protect children

According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), approximately 
2,400 children receive emergency room treatment every year for injuries caused by insert-
ing objects—paper clips, pens, safety pins, screws and nails, tools, wire, forks, tweezers, hair 
pins, keys, knives, coins and more—into electrical receptacles. 

Injuries range from electric shock to burns; pediatric burns can be particularly serious. 
Roughly 89 percent of injuries occur in children less than six years old.

One way to prevent these tragedies involves installing tamper-resistant outlets that pre-
vent foreign objects from touching electrically live components. Although not widely used 
in homes, tamper-resistant outlets have been required in hospital pediatric care areas for 
more than 20 years. The 2008 National Electrical Code requires tamper-resistant outlets in 
new homes. Installation of tamper-resistant outlets can be done for as little as $2 each.

Sources: ESFI; National Electrical Manufacturers Association.

We have an energy challenge 
When it comes to �nding solutions, we must meet climate change goals while keeping costs down and electricity 
available.  America needs a plan. Immediately.  Because we all know that our energy needs keep on growing—every 
day.  Productive dialogue begins by asking tough questions and requiring straight answers.  Start by asking your elected 
of�cials these questions to get the dialogue headed in the right direction.

Experts say that our nation’s growing electricity needs will soon go well beyond what 
renewables, conservation and ef�ciency can provide. What is your plan to make sure 
we have the electricity we’ll need in the future?

What are you doing to fully fund the research required to make emissions-free elec-
tric plants an affordable reality?

Balancing electricity needs and environmental goals will be dif�cult.  How much is all 
this going to increase my electric bill and what will you do to make it affordable?

To make things easy, we have a Web site that will send an email for you. 
Go to www.ourenergy.coop and send Congress your questions.  You can 
start with “What are you doing to make sure we’ll have the power we 
need in the future?”  Help your elected of�cials and yourself by having 
this conversation.

Start the conversation with your elected 
of�cials now at www.ourenergy.coop. 
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Installation of tamper-resistant outlets 
can be done for as little as $2 each.
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A Word About Summer Work Plans
from Line Superintendent Arlynn Ahrens

REC Day on the Hill
Franklin REC Directors Dale Schaefer (pictured far left),
Roger Rust (pictured middle) and Marvin Janssen attended
the statewide REC Day on Capitol Hill in Des Moines on
March 25.  Here they are visiting with Senator Thurman
Gaskill during a meet and greet session.  This annual event,
coordinated by the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives,
allows representatives from electric cooperatives across the state
the opportunity to speak with House and Senate members on
industry related topics, such as renewable energy, energy
efficiency and utility-related energy bills.

Hampton-Dumont HS, Katelynd Stenzel, Iowa
Falls HS, and Sarah Davis, Hampton-Dumont
HS.  Sarah Martin, Newman HS (Mason City),
won the Basin Scholarship.  She was awarded
$250 from Franklin REC and $1,000 from
Corn Belt Systems.

At the conclusion of the meeting, several
prizes were given as follows:
• Basic Grill -- H & H Flats
• $50 -- Louis Eichmeier, Don Meyer, Lyle
Etnier, Reba and Ronald Schulz, Wendell
Meints
• $25 -- Leon French, Edward Etnier,
Koenen Brothers Farm Account, Melvin
Koenigsberg, City of Latimer.

Annual Meeting -Continued from page 1.

Watch the newsletter for details and information of the areas where
Franklin REC line crews will be working each month.
• May work will include sections 26 and 35 on Killdeer Ave. in Marion

township; section 1 on Lark Ave, sections 9 and 16 on Olive Ave and
section 33

on 85th St in
Reeve township.
Contractors will
be rebuilding
the three phase
line along
Highway 65
south of 110th
St to Highway
57 in the
months to
come. Map Key:

Yellow - Rebuilt
by Franklin

REC line crew.
Pink - Rebuilt

by contractors.

Just wanted to say
thank you!

Franklin REC,
Thank you so much for putting
time and effort into my future!  I
have been greatly blessed with this
scholarship and I cannot express my
gratitude enough.  I’ll never forget
your kindness and support through
my journey in life.  This scholarship
money will help keep my college
debt to a minimum and enable me
to travel to third world countries to
help improve healthcare as a nurse.

Sincerely,
Sarah Martin

(Winner of the 2008
Basin Scholarship)




