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Protect yourself against electrical accidents on the job
Job sites, especially construction sites, usually have many workers doing multiple tasks at the same time. The
majority of electrical injuries on the job site are caused by contact with power lines. Before you start work,
locate all power lines, and take these important steps to ensure that you do not land among the statistics:

• Keep power tools, ladders, rigging and yourself at least 10 feet away from power lines at all times.

• If a machine or ladder comes close or touches a power line, don’t touch it. Anyone touching or even
standing nearby is at risk of electrocution.

• If you are on equipment that makes contact with a power line – stay put. Do not attempt to climb off of
the equipment – you don’t want to become the path to ground for the electricity. Call for help and warn
others in the area to stay back until help has been called and the line has been de-energized.

Source: www.SafeElectricity.org

Plan for proper
grain bin
clearance

If you are beginning to plan
for a new grain bin on your farm,
please contact your electric

cooperative or Corn Belt Power
Cooperative in Humboldt. They will

provide the assistance you need for a safe
environment for everyone working and
living on your property. The drawings
here show the specific clearances re-
quired by the state of Iowa for electric
lines around grain bins.

Your electric co-op and Corn Belt Power may refuse service to
any grain bin built near an existing electric line that does not
provide the clearances required by the 2007 “National Electric
Safety Code” and adopted by the Iowa Utilities Board.

In addition, your electric cooperative and Corn Belt Power
Cooperative are required by the Iowa Utilities Board to provide an
annual notice to farm lenders, grain bin merchants and city and
county zoning officials. This notice will be sent in May 2008.

If you have any questions about grain bin clearance regulations,
please contact your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative.
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If you are planning to build a
new grain bin, there are
important requirements you
should know about before
construction begins.



Television ad tells importance of
wind energy, efficiency, coal

A new television spot emphasizes the
importance of renewable energy, energy
efficiency and new coal generation for
meeting the growing demand for power.
This scene emphasizes “facing challenges
head on.”

demand for energy as images of the
Walter Scott Energy Center Unit 4
are shown.

The third message states the
importance of energy efficiency for
our children’s future and the spot
concludes with images of a young
family using compact fluorescent light
bulbs and energy-efficient appliances.

“During a time when political
candidates are making statements
about our energy future and when
legislators are beginning to craft new
laws that will affect our power supplies
in Iowa, it’s important to communi-
cate Corn Belt Power’s plan to deal
with the growing demand for electric-
ity,” explains Kathy Taylor, vice
president, corporate relations.

“A television campaign launched
with CIPCO – a cooperative with our
same message – will help us communi-
cate to members and the general

public that a combination of additional
wind generation, energy-efficiency
measures and baseload power from the
highly efficient Sutherland Unit 4 will
help us continue to serve our member
cooperatives reliably and affordably,”
Taylor explains.
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Make your home more energy efficient with an energy audit

Before you purchase a new heating or cooling system, be sure to
conduct an energy audit of your home. Our energy advisors are available
to help with a walk-through residential energy audit of your home. This
free service is available for co-op members on a first-come, first-serve
basis.

The audit will include an inspection of your home’s insulation, doors,
windows, furnace, appliances and lighting. After the audit, you’ll receive:

• Recommendations to improve your home’s energy efficiency.
• A packet of items to help you with your efforts to save energy. The
packet will include two compact fluorescent light (CFL) bulbs, a re-
duced-flow showerhead, sink aerator, water heater pipe wrap, outlet gaskets, outlet
plugs, door weather-stripping and a refrigerator thermometer.

With the goal of communi
cating a three-part plan to

respond to the growing demand
for electricity, Corn Belt Power
Cooperative is teaming with
Central Iowa Power Cooperative
(CIPCO) to place television
advertising.

The new spot opens with the
image of a young girl learning to ride
a bicycle as the announcer states
“Progress means facing challenges
head on.”

The announcer then explains that
the member cooperatives of Central
Iowa Power and Corn Belt Power
know the importance of renewable
energy while the video includes shots
of the Hancock County Wind Energy
Center.

The script continues, stating that
highly efficient coal generation is also
necessary to meet the growing
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Honored Employees
and Directors
Franklin REC employees and directors
were honored for their years of service on
Janurary 19, 2008.
From left: Roger Rust - Director, 35 years;
Chad Foster - 1st Class Lineman; 10 years, Fran
Buckel - General Manager, 15 years; Dave
Klingenberg - Former Line Superintendent,
Retired-36 years. Not pictured: Kreg Menning - 1st
Class Lineman, 15 years.

The Home Series, Book Four: Major Home Appliances
Book Four: Major Home Appliances is now available from the Iowa

Energy Center’s Home Series.  This book covers cutting your power bill by
evaluating current appliances and determining if it is time for new ones.  In
addition, the book offers tips on getting the most productivity from the
appliances already in your home.

The Home Series collection is filled with everyday energy-saving tips to
help Iowans make a positive impact on family budgets.    The average Iowa
family spends more than half of its annual household energy bill on heating
and cooling. You can dramatically reduce these costs by making some simple
energy-saving weatherization and insulation improvements to your home.

To get a free copy of any of the Home Series books stop by the office
and pick up a copy or download a PDF copy at the Iowa Energy Center Web
site:  www.energy.iastate.edu/homeseries/index.htm

Energy Efficiency: Up on the Roof
Roofs are perhaps the important component

of an energy-efficient building. Unfortunately, compared
to items like doors, windows, and lighting, roofs are
generally much less durable and much less energy
efficient.

Over the lifetime of a building, a roof needs to be
replaced an average of four times. More than 75 per-
cent of the roofing work in the United States involves
reroofing, and roofing materials are the second-largest
contributor to solid waste in the United States.

Energy-efficient roof technologies are fairly straight-
forward. Manufacturers have developed lighter-colored
shingles and tiles, usually containing a coating of titanium
dioxide, since they absorb less heat than a typical
asphalt shingle and can last twice as long. Since lighter

surfaces are easily discolored by fungus, a fungicide coating
normally gets added. Many of the new roof coatings are
even self-cleaning to retain reflectivity properties and
reduce air conditioning requirements.

Lighter-colored roofs are slightly more expensive.
However, the small cost difference–$25 for a 1,000-
square-foot roof–will easily pay for itself in one summer.

Roof overhangs are another way to trim summer
cooling bills. For many homes and businesses in warmer
climates, overhangs reduce solar heat gain and interior
temperatures. They can also be designed to let direct
sunlight into a living space during winter, but keep things
shaded in summer.

Source:  U.S. Department of Energy, Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy  www.eere.energy.gov




