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2009 Meter Reading Dates
December 31 and January 2
January 30 and February 2
February 27 and March 2

March 31 and April 1
April 30 and May 1
May 29 and June 1
June 30 and July 1
July 31 and Aug 3

August 31 and September 1
September 30 and October 1
October 30 and November 2

November 30 and December 1
December 31 and January 4

It’s Time to Trim Trees!
	 To protect electric reliability and personal safety, it is important 
that Franklin REC crews periodically trim trees near power lines in our 
community.  Tree limbs and power lines are a bad combination, especially 
with storms involving high winds, 
lightning or ice.  Trees are one of 
the most common causes of electric 
service outages, and severe storms can 
disrupt power for extended periods of 
time.
	 Tree limbs and branches that 
extend into power lines can pose a 
significant risk to public safety during 
any  kind of weather.  Anyone in close contact or trying to trim or climb such 
trees could be seriously injured.
	 Winter is a time for our crews to clear our power lines of trees and branches, 
to avoid outages, line loss or possibly electrical shock. We will do as we have in 
the past and trim as necessary. If you have any concerns about trees in our lines, 
please call.

	 Contractors from Kayton Electric, a 
division of IES Industrial, are currently helping Franklin REC rebuild and 
improve lines after storm damage in recent years.
	 Headquarters for the group is in Holdrege, NE, though 
crew members come from South Dakota, Nebraska and western Iowa.  
The crew is divided into three groups, framing (above left), setting 
(above right, far right and right) and stringing.  Framing prepares the 
new poles, applying hardware and the t-crossbars.  Setting crew drills 
holes six feet deep, then places the pole, making sure it is straight and 
tamps the dirt back in around the base.  The stringing crew strings the 
wire between the poles.
	 The contractors will be in the area for approximately six months, 
weather permitting, replacing close to 60 miles of line.  They are work-
ing on approximately nine miles of line, over 200 poles, along Highway 
65 south of Hampton now. 




